
MEET THE SOCIAL JUSTICE WARRIOR 
You and a group of church friends drive to help provide relief from a flood that happened within the state. 
While working on a house, you end up next to Simon. Once he learns you are from a Lutheran church, he asks 
about Luther, Calvin, and Zwingli, showing that he is well-read when it comes to theology. 
 
As the conversation goes on, Simon keeps coming back to the point that these men would not 
be able to deal with the injustices our society is facing—gender inequality, racism, poverty, 
women’s rights, homosexual bigotry, transgender rights, and global warming. They could not 
speak to these modern issues because they didn’t “get Jesus.” They didn’t get that he was 
about liberating people from unjust systems of power and standing against the inhumanity of 
those who oppressed the poor and struggling. 
 
That’s why Simon is helping with the flood relief; and why he protested a pipeline in his state a few weeks ago; 
and why he went to the state capital to fight for same-sex marriage rights a few months ago; because Jesus wants 
us to fight for a just society. The only way to do that is to stand with and fight for those who are victims of 
abusive systems and tyrannical oppression. 
 
1. Have you ever met a Simon in your life? 

 
a. What do you suppose some of Simon’s favorite Bible passages are? 

 
 
 

b. What would be some of his least favorite (and probably conveniently forgotten) Bible passages? 
 
 
 
Historical Background: Liberation Theology  

• In the 1960s, poverty and social injustice ran rampant through Latin America (and, to a certain degree, 
it still does today). In response, the Brazilian Catholic Church began to assume responsibility for 
providing services to the poor and disenfranchised. A name to listen for is Gustavo Gutiérrez. 

• Through the years, liberation theology adopted some principles from Karl Marx. A similarity that 
Marxism and liberation theology share is that they separate people into two groups: _______________ 
and __________________.  

• According to this analyzation, the church MUST do whatever it takes—including political reform and 
protests, if necessary—to bring about change and equality for the oppressed. 

 
2. In what ways does liberation theology blur the line between the two kingdoms (see below)? 
 
 
 

THE TWO KINGDOMS 
The Church (The Right Hand) The State (The Left Hand) 
Ruled by God (with human representatives) Ruled by…God! (with human representatives) 
Proclaims the GOSPEL Wields the LAW 
Interested in the heart and behavior Interested in behavior only 
God’s Word as guide Human reason as guide 
Primary goal is salvation Primary goal is protection  



 
 

Confusing Law and Gospel 
3. Look up Matthew 22:36-40. This is known as the Great _______________.   
 
4. Look up Matthew 28:18-20. This is known as the Great _____________. 
 
5. How might these two good things get confused with each other? 

 
 
a. Which one would Simon be more concerned about? 

 
 
6. In what ways does liberation theology negatively impact the message of salvation? 

 
a. Who is sinful? 

 
b. Who needs saving? 

 
c. What is the end goal? 
 
d. What are the means used to accomplish that goal? 
 
 

i. The end justifies the means – “We are loving our neighbor! Jesus wants us to do that, right?” 
 
 
The	Social	Justice	Warrior	uses	any	and	all	options	to	fight	for	those	who	have	been	socially,	economically,	

politically,	or	spiritually	oppressed	by	unjust	institutions	and	conditions.	
	

	
MEET THE REAL JESUS 
7. Read Isaiah 53:7. What was Jesus’ response to his own oppression? 
 
 
8. Matthew 26:47-54 is helpful in this regard. What was the mission of the real Jesus? 
 
 

a. Jesus had the power to overwhelm those who were oppressing him (think also about John’s 
Gethsemane account, where the company of soldiers and Pharisees fall to the ground at the mention 
of “I AM”). Why didn’t he use that power? 

 
 
 

b. How does Jesus’ response inform our own response to the oppression we see in the world? 
 
 
 
DISCUSSION 
9. What do we make of sections of Scripture that encourage us to help those who are oppressed, to give a drink 

to those who are thirsty, to care for the poor, etc.? 



 
 

10. Can we, as Christians, work for change when we recognize oppressive and abusive systems in our world? If 
so, how? Again, consider the two kingdoms. 

 
 
 
 
 
Evaluate the following talking points to bring up with Simon. How might he respond? 
 
11. Can you point to a time in Jesus’ life (or the lives of the apostles) when a violent 

protest or fighting back against the rich, powerful, and oppressive was carried 
out or spoken of in a positive light? 

 
 
 
 
12. How can we carry out Jesus’ words about loving your enemies and turning the 

other cheek while, at the same time, fighting for social justice? Can both 
mindsets coexist? 

 
 
 
 
13. If this is the main goal of Christians, what happens when oppressed people die, especially if we haven’t done 

the most important thing: tell them about Jesus’ death on the cross? Do you think God cares more about 
eternity or our lives on earth? 

 
 
 
What other things might you ask Simon to gain understanding and, ultimately, to share the real Jesus with him? 
 
 
 
 
What comments or questions do you have? 
 
 
 
 
 
Closing Prayer – Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace CW 768 vs. 1 and 2 

Lord of all nations, grant me grace  
to love all people, every race; 
and in each person help me view 
my kindred, loved, redeemed by you. 
 
Break down the wall that would divide 
your children, Lord, on every side. 
My neighbors’ good let me pursue; 

Rules	of	Responding:	
	

ü Gentleness	and	
respect	

	
ü Listening	>	speaking	

	
ü Let	God	speak	for	

himself	



 
 

bind them to me and all to you. Amen. 


